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'YANKS BREAK STRONG
'NAZI COUNTER-ATTACK

* One of the strongest German counter-attacks launched
west of the Rhine in a last desperate attempt to stem the
Ninth' Army’s drive toward the last great barrier te the
heart of the Reich was smashed last ‘week séme nine miles
south of Neuss in the vicinity of Kapellan on the Erft canal.

A company cf infantrymen,
artillery, tank destroyers and
P—47s dealt repeated blows on
Nazi fanks and infantry trying
to cut the main supply route to
the forward elements of the
83rd, busy punching -their way
o Neuss and the ‘Dusseldorf
bridges. Seven Tigers were
knocked out by TDs, bazookas
and artillery, while the air sup-
port claimed the destruction of
30 more of an estimated 50.
KAPELLAN FALLS £
ool L E g ElA et ot
“eommanded By Capt

L

Texfombrr.

" Roland

Eaton of Lancaster, Ohio, had |

cleaned out the town of Ka-
pellan on the Erft Canal and
were blocking the right flank
for the armored columns’ -ad-
vance north. On Friday at 0500
intensive shell fire poured into
the town. The company. was
completely surrounded by Jerry
tanks and infantry. Tanks were
even seen on the open field the

company had crossed the mor-,

ning before. All avenues of
communications and supplies to
the trapped Infantrymen were
covered. The doughs got ready.

Lt Donaldson Robbins, 908th
FO from Salt Zake City, began

another directing artillery fire.
The 643rd TDs were called from
Hemmerden.

TANKS ARE HIT

Several T360h tanks were. dug
in across the rodad from the first
platoon, led by Lt Sylvester
Smith of Medina,. N.Y., The
platoon CP was shelled Some
of the men took cover in nearby
ack-zck pits. Pvt Roman Perez
oI Galveston, Tex. knocked the
track off one tank with a rifle
grenandey - owldile P Rogect
Richardson of Dillon, 8.C. and
Pvt Modesto Ojeda of Kansas
City, Mo, blew up another with
bazooka rockets. Again Ojeda
waited for one of the attacking
tanks to roll fairly close. With
three well-aimed bazooka
rounds, he knocked it out. The
platoon then withdrew for more
favorable positions. They ran
into Jerry infantry, killed 20 and
took 13 prisoners,

At the western end of town,
the second platoon, under Lb|
Val Winters of St Louis Wa.S|
faced with Jerry infantry
their rear and left flank.
GIs opened up. The Nazis
tered and began to work

Tk
ol

his dash from oné post to

This Way, Sir...

Showing General Dwight W. Eisenhower, Supreme Comman-

(Centinued on page

der, and Lieutenant General William I, Simpson, Ninth Army
Commander, the way to the Rhine is Major General Robert
€. Macon, whoese BIrd Division was the firsg o reach the vital

x_'im dast week. (Photo by Brouhard).

Dutch Treat...

Said the Dutch Editor to
the American ° General—
"Cengratulations on winning
the raee to the Rhise, and
here's your newspajper and
ours o prove it.”

Said the General $o the
Editer— "Many thankd and
congratulations  on  your
seoop in being the ficst free

" European newspaper im any
language . to - rese’s  the
Rhine.” i

And so two international
firsts in fighting and writing
were sealed and deiivered
by Major General Ranert
Macon of the 83 and
Editor Jan Wintrasoken of
Yeritas-—a veritable Dudeh
treat.

330th (.'s
Committed
From _,E-irsf |

Three Genan vidases nonth-
west of
fall to the 33rd Division, within
48 hotrs alter the initial eross-

ing of the Roer River. .
The 3J30th Infantry, -which
was attached to the 20th Divis-

for the operation, crossed
e Roer on an engineer con-
ructed pontoon bridge on the
night of Feb, 24th. Enemy ar-
tillery and mortars fell sporad-
ically and C.rman air activity
also - hampered operations as
the crossing was made under
‘the lght oi-a full moon.
Relief of elements : of
11#th Infantry of the 28th Divis~
ion was completed by midnight

the second and third Pwtalions
launched a co-ordipated attack,

The third battalion seized the
village of Pattern, while the
second battalion gmashed into
the nearby town of Mersch.

Early in the af'stzoon . . the
first battalion = Wi sommitted
and launched _ap assault on
the village of Muriz, three miles
northwest of Julich. | By dusk
three-quarters - of the village
‘had been cleared ! and omnly a
few snipers werg holding up
combplete control ¢f the town.

All three battalions were
supported in thelr assaults by
the 323rd FA Bn. By

Eagle Scout..

Another medal has been
added to the collection of
T/5 Clarence Van Laanen of
Seattle, Wash. Jeep pilot for
Biry D, 453rd AAA. Bn, he
holds the Bronze Star, Purple
Heart and three baiile stars,
The new bangle came in a
package from home, an Eagle
Scout medal he had earned
but not received. Now he's
wondering on which side of

wear it.

Rhine Bridges Blown

As 83rd Hits River

BY HAL BOYLE, AP
USS G RHINE—Three and a half tons of enemy planted
dynamite blasted three great bridges on the Rhine as the last
German defenders on the western banks ran across one span
inte historic Dusseldorf. :

Julich werg the first to|

the,

and on Sunday maning at 0530 |

Blowing of the bridges was in
i IT admission by the German
| high command that the battle
for the Rhineland has been losi
d that the legendary -river
] vhich every Teuton loves has
bocecome  again  the western
| irontier of the shrinking Reich.
A small mobile ecordon of
trusted troops fought for hours
to hold up the 83rd Division
pressing to gain_ one railroad
and two great highway bridges
—drere trat eeo cullp Ui i CRoT
gateways into  Adolf Hitler’s
hinterland

STRONGLY DEFENDED.
They had rifles, automatic
weapons and 20mm ack-ack
guns, and across the river Ger-
man artillery emplaced in Dus.
seldorf gave them strong sup-
porting fire. i
It wasn’t - enough Three
doughboy regiments—the 329th,
330th and 331st—throttled this
industrial suburb of 60,000 and
took hundreds of prisoners as
they neared their bridge goals.
One Italian, who said he had
been forced fo labor for the
Nazis, said they pldhned to
blow the main highway bridge
at 0500 hours thaf morning—

InoT American

before that if any Americans
started acress it.
GERMANS TOUCHY

But the German army engi=
neers got a little touchy. They
were reported to have planted
tons of explosives in conerete
pier spaces left hollow for just
such an emergency when the
bridge was built in 1929. Wires
to this dynamite cache were
said to-be set beneath three feet
of solid conerete. too. so thah
Talplilery T uarse
could cut them and forestall
plans to destroy the bridge.

Fearful that the Ninth Armyg
might try a surprise attack
across the structure—two ven-
turesome doughboys who blithe-
ly  strolled across it didn't
come hack—German englnesrs
blew one section of the bridde.

STOP VEHICLE TRAFFIC ’

"That was to make it impos-
sible for any vwehicles 'to roll
across,” sald Maj George C.
White of Toledo, Ohio, executive
officer 3rd Bn., 329th Infantry.
Apparently the bridge had been
?m)ug‘hly prepared for demoli-
ion.

At 0130 that morning there

To" The Rhine: ..

ey

(Centinued on page 4)

And here, guarding the prize, is one of the first 83rd doughs

to reach Hitler’s last river line. This is the picture Herr Goebbeis
said would never be taken — s Yankees version of the walch o

the Good Conduct ribben fo

the Rhine, (Signal Corps Photo) :
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" in the town of Bedburdyek,
o prisoner was -brought in by
83rd Recon® Gis and’sioed up
betore 'Capt Heister Drum of
Mifflinville, Penn: Picked up by
Sgt. Lawrenee L. Markin of Ur-

pana, Ohio, Tee 4 Adrian R.
Haynes of Newcastle, Ind., Tec
5 Harry kL. Brown of Middle-
town, Ohioc. and B8:8et Donald
" H. Waibel of Carbondale Peun.,
he had a gripe for the captain.

His furlough bad been inter-
rtupted by the untimely arrivai
of the Americans. Tearfully he
pleaded to be permitted to -e-
“mmain free three more days, then
his furlough would be over, and
he would gladly  give himself
up. After all, it was his first
furlough in six vears’

The captain, got red in the
face, drew e deep breath =nd
blurted: “Take him away!”

A Nazi superman turned up
_at the 308ith Medics’ clearving
station in Elfgin the othey day
= hale, hearty, happy and hung-
ry. No wound — no tag — no
fever. He just wanted to surren-
der. Questioning revealed he had
fallen asleep in a hayloft the
night before and awoke in the
morning te find himself the
lane defender of the town. The
red eross looked pretty good
from where he sat, and break-
faat was goming ap. !

Reeeiving for the 308th were
E'Sgt Walter T. Sokolski, 8/8gt
John J. Kuasic and Tec 5 Harry
Vitow.

Bemedaled Ist Lt Fortrest R.
Norris of Chicago has an wm-
posing: list of firsts. He made
first lieutenant from S/8gt in
six months, was the first non-
eom lialson pilot in 83rd Divar-

iy to get a battlefield commis-;

slon and later was also first to
get the Alr Medal; and was
awarded the first Oak Leat
Cluster to “his Air Medal for a
month of combat liaison flying
in France. s

~ He may wear a second cluster
to the Alr Medal for conspieu-
Qus work in Fr;mce and Lux-
embourg and - has enhough
flights for a third, but it hasn’t
¥et been published in a general
order, |

Pfc James Modafferi of Lake-
view, Ohio, was at his gun atop
-No ¥ heif-track of C Blry, 453cd
AA Bn when he saw an ME 109
zooming in low. Being of a prae-
tical nature, he decided he didn’t
want to be strafed.

Flipping the eatch off the
guadruple-mounied ™M-51 ma-
chine gun, he cocked one eye
and ket go 700 rounds. The plane
wobbled, started to stream
smeke and finally dropped be-
hing a knoll. That was the last
Modafferi saw of that phase of
the Luftwaffe.

A Jerry captor becoming the
captive of an American captor
who had previously been the
American captive of the Jerry
captor is the story of S/Sgt John
Ruch, a second batalion aid
man from the 33lst Infantry,

. Driving toward a crossroads
which had been zeroed in by
fire from Nazl tanks, Ruch took
cover in a building being used
for the same purpose by several
other GIs and a German prison-
er. When the firing ceased the
riflemen continued forward and
left the Jerry prisoner with the
ald man. Before Ruch could
return with his prisoner Jerries
entered the house and took him
“prisoner. He was turned over to
The Geérman who had formeriy
been an American prisoner for
evacuation to the rear, Shortly
after leaving . with the Jerry,
Ruch, who speaks German, per=
snaded the former American
prisoner to revert to his former
status and the two succesfully
made :heir way back o the

'Yanks Stop -

Last Ditch
Nazi Thrust

(Cnntinued frem page 1) |
way arouvnd the building, A
German tank coming down the
road was directed to their lo-
cation by a civilian, A few
rounds from the tank knocked)
out a machige gun nest.
PLATOON €UT OFF

Believing the Yanks to have
been killed hy the fahk’s fire,
the Jerries rushed the bullding,
only to be mowed down by
riflemen who held thelr fire
until the last moment. But the
platoon W= Scon cud off from
the wast” ! ke eompany. Bgt
Kenneth (dill of Canton, Ohio,
Sgt Frank Sarris of McReesport,
Pa. and Pfe Henry Willemson of
Oscaloosa, Iowa infiltrated the
enemy cordoh and made their

E;ads

7
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Corps...

5

GENERAL McLAIY
"LAUDS DIVIS!OK

"They're a swéll.u-., fit,
moving smart  and  wiling;
that

way to the 'regimenial CP in
Hemmerden ' to tell of their
plateon's plight, This town was
also receiving a barrage of 88s,
and men of regimental hgrs were
preparing: to stave off any pos-
sible attack directly on them.
Meanwhile; T/Sgt Carl Han-
sen’s third platoon was fighting
in ancother part of town, sur-
rounded by enemy tanks and
infantry 4+ By this time, P-47s

men on the ground in the middie

of enemy armor than these
planes zooming in and dropping
and

their eggs .on- Nazi fank
then returning in another
to strafe the fleeing supe:

tanks. YEL
ATTACE INFANTRY

The tanks destroyved, the
doughs gayve/their full attension
to Jerry; infau Thirty-four
were found in the woods diree-
ting meortar ire on Anverican
vehicles 'soing up the MSR to
Iorwara | eleyients  approaciing
Neuss: 2 "Their ation ~was
radieed @y ! FA, and
when the cry "On the way” was
heand. fhe Jdoughs went out
and tinghed oif the last-of the
attackers

battalion CP.

When enemy shells began
hitting - in their vicinity, £
Charles B, Reed, Recon Troop
mess sergeant from Rockiord,
I, and Teec 5 Walier Albrechi
of Flushing, L1, ducked inty =
cellar.

They were near an
and could hear G
ians talking on the sires
brecht, who spolits {rerman
fluently, reporis ihe only topie
of conversation was Miter -

vent

EER

and he was gelting au adequat
cussing. -

GILBERT

&9

o SerNS.FRrrREs

[ _PARISF

"

"He says he was first at the Rhine "

Generals land buck privates

n Artillery
lds Firsts On
Roer And Rhine

Several| days prior to the
crossing DI the Roer River by
doughboys of the 29th and 30th
Infantry Divisions; all 83rd ar-
tillery balftalions moved from
Belgium Germany. They took
part inlﬁt'he heavy 45 minute
concentragionn  which leveled
Julich a;itl other enemy strong
points on [the eastern side of #he
river. |

When the 3308h Infantry was
committed as an attachment to
the 29th Division, the 323rd FA
became the firsy 83rd artillery
unit to crbss the Roer and fire
in support of Colonel. Foster's
doughhboys. :

. To the %U8H FA Bn goss the
distinetion‘ ' being - the first
83rd artillery unit te fire across
the Rhinel River., The baitalion
pulled int¢ a position near the
small town ef Epsendorf and
forward olservers were sent oudt.
Within. g few hours an enemy
OP ac¢ross the Rhine was
sighted. Using charge seven
with a high angle of fire, the
battalion |fired one volley (12
rounds).- This is believed to be
the first battalion in the Ninth
Army te fire across the River.

| SHAVE ?

;13

L

Texas, guapd for the 330th res-
imental Uaison officer.  has
quite a follpwing with his sparve-
time duffle-bag barber shop.

Pfc .Toin} T. Morris of Paris,

have expréssed Yshear”- sabis-
faction. Inione day he clipped
the fur from Gls in three goun-

were on the scene. Nothing sp- |
peared more beautiful to 7*2h_7e ‘

SERVED IN FIRST WAR
scrambling from their “?7.?'!’1.111;—.;,:

“"and they ‘can do's better' job

| they’ll do anything £ a8-
| ked amd do it well. T dian’t
lose  momentum once In the
hard drive to the Rhines
That's the opinicn of Major
Genersl Ray: ] McLain, XIX
Corps Commander, undeér who-
se command the 83rd.streaked

to the Rhine after-the Ninth
Army

preak-through last week.
feclings of General
n toward the Division are
small - eonsequence, be-
se after seeing some of the
t fighting in both the
| first and second worid wars hie

in a- position to judge the
inerits of a division,

Dniring the last war he came
overseas with the 36th Division
a8 ‘4 heavy weapons company
commander; after having risen
to the rank of captain from a
buck private stationed a2s &
guard along the Mexican bor-
der. He participated in the
Reims, WVerdun., Suippes and
Aisne campaigns.

‘Recuilled” W sotlve  davy oo
- 1940 he was named Artillery
Commander of the 45th Division
and fought in the Sicilian’ and.
Italian campaigns. He came to
Normandy soon afterD-Day as
griillery commander of the 30th
Divisionn. In July of 1944 he
took comand of the 90th Divis-
ion-and in  October becams!
Commanding General of the
XIX Corps. In ' addition . to
holding the DSC with an a2k
Leaf Cluster, he has also been
awarded the Silver Sfar.

DOUGHS ARE TOPS

His admiration for the dough-
boys is unlimited, "They have
had the ftoughest job and
they have shown they can take
it, ”he says. "The men of this
war can g0 home and tell their
Dads that while the old man
went into the line for two or
three weeks in the last war,
and eame out for g rest. son
John wag put in and stayed
tor the duration.” : b

General MeLain feels that
when an outfit gains an objeet~
ive and consolidates it. they
should be given a chance to
rest & while and have a uanit
pass through them. "It’'s only
fair to the doughs,” he states,

on the next assiemment I give
them.” : ;

Be_ Back Later

Loaged with dowughs from Co
B of the 331st Infanfiry, four
M18s, under Lt C. W. Jewell of
the 643rd TD Bn attached to
the 83rd, roared through the
deserted streets of Neuss, Heerdt
and Oberkassel early on the
motrning of the historic 2nd of
March to reach the approaches
of the newly wrecked Skagerrak
Bridge at 0200 and establish
their claim to a-Rhine first, !

The Wehrmacht and German
civilians slept. through it all,
but the small unit decided they
couldn’™ hold the place alone,
so they withdrew and came
back in strensth at daylight to

| 83rd Division ‘o

330th RADIO
MEN NEARLY
CALL BERLIN

The lightning :
the banks of
the Rhine through Neuss provi-
ded one bunch of Giz with the
most abtraciive conditions for
fighting they had ever experien~

ced. Radio operators of the 3rd
Bn Hag Co, 330th Infantry, who
had been digging foxholes in

the frozen Ardennes six weeks
before, operated their sets from
rsiwffed Morris chairg in

| eeniraliy-heated rooms. In ads=

Titjon ghere were electric lights,
! (if ersatz) coffee, even the
telephones were In working or-

oW Rhours later.

| COELY QGUARTERS -
fast |

While assault troops of the
battalion were mopping up Xazi
resistance a few blocks awsy,
the CP group moved into an
apartment house to set up a
temporary headguarters. The
radio men drew a three-rcom
suite,

"As we cameé in the door four
civilians threw. up their hands
and yelled 'Kamerad’, 'Kame=
rad’,” said 8/8g¢ Everett Beaals
of Blaine, Maine. "One of the
guys took them down to the cel-
lar so they wouldn’t get In cur
way; while he was down there
he took three "Heinie prisoners™
who were hiding in the coal=
pile.” - ;
HELLO BERLIN o

"It gave me i gtrange feeling
to think that I could have pick-
ed up the phene and called
Hitler,” commented T4 Albert.
Foster, whose home is in Cums=
berland Center, Maine. “Lights
were on in the place, there was
food on the table, why they had
even put up the blackoug Ior
us.” :

s0 I could hear my ecall signs,”
was Pic Jimmy Eaton’s reaction
to life on the German home
front, Z

Diaper Dan‘dy...

This is what a big baby iboks
like in the mnew diaper swim
suit. Poised fer the plunge s

Senorite ¥venne = e Carlo,
screen Salome, The line forms
onn the left for Daddies with

tries:  Belgium, Holland and
Germany, | o ; i

Y lake and hold the ground.

dvy diapers.  (Universol Photo)

ie» until the CIC cut the cables .

ance of the ~

b

<

"It was the first time I ever .. .
had to turn oif g clviian radio®™

=
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& Pave 5

Task Force Schusfer

Pia ys Hide

And Seek

Wn‘h Nazis In Dark

1t was a slick plece of night[utes he nabbed 15 Krauts.

work and a breathless game of
»Guess Who” in the dark when
the doughs of the 3rd Battalion,
330th Infantry, and Company A
of the T36th Tank Bn hooked up
to form . 'Task Force Schuster,
under Lt Col George M. Schus-
tet = of Merberton, Penn. - t0
penetrate the German positions
at Oberkassel, s suburb of Dus-
seldorf west of the Rhine,

Jumping off In g sunmprise
‘move” under: cover of darkness,
infantry and tanks plus a’'pla-
Toon
Tank Destroyer Bn moved from
nearby Neuss into that portion
of Dusséldorf just north of the
big hook in the Rhine. Passing
shrough the enemy, they reach-
ed a point just . a few blocks
from the river without discov-
€TV

THE LAST Hl’lIL

Enemy troops discovered the
presence of the Yanks muech too
late. For the most part, discov-

ery came when the GIs chal-

ienged the unsuspecting Ger-
mans -With a clicking of heels
and a snap of the arm upward,
they replied "Heil Hitler” That
was the wrong answer, and the
PW rolls grew.

Arriving - at
doughs and ftankers took up po-
sitions and walted develep-
ments. German soldiers lelsur-
gly strolled through the streets,
Jaughing and singing, Some
carried bazookas ' they Wwere
never able to use. Obvicusly
none were aware that Americans
were -In the vicinity. Civilians
coming fromt their homes at
daylight stared open-montherd.
But some of the surprise was
lost when one civilian slipped
through to sound the a.arm on
a siren.

Tec 5 Gearge Thomas of Bu—
mingham, Ala, gunner in one

o: the tanks, took a fancy to !

theé German's Te€py when chal—-
lenged. A former professonal
wrestler and general rough and
tumble character, Thomas
strolled - into  the street and
bumped into a couple of doughs.
Stopping to chat with them,
the three heard a group of
German soldiers approaching,
laughing and singing.
TANKER TRIES

The doughs asked Thomas If
he wantéd . to challenge them.
His answer was prompi and to
the point. "Hell, yes.” Stepping
into the street, he called "Halt.”
The-Krauts clicked heels and
"heiled”. That was that. The
next minute they looked down
the ore of g tommy gun:and
were herded into the coop. Tel-
ling of it, Thomas said I
grabbed for the Kraut with the
‘bazooka. The others just stood

therg  with-their mouths open|

staring, It Was easy.”
So pleased with his success,

the ecourse Df f.he next few mm~

| ning ‘and sheuting
of TDs from the 643rd

0430 hours, thei

- Capt Leo.J. McCarthy, Balti-|

more, Md., commanding Com-
pany A of the 736th, had mmuch
the same éxperience . with -a
comic twist, Spying 4 German
soldier on a bicyele, McCarthy
shouted “Halt* as he neared.
Pedaling furicusly the (German
threw up his hand and shouted
"Heil Hitler.”  That: was all
MeCatrthy wanted and® he
blazed away. The Kraut took off
from his bicyele without stop-
ping, landed «om his feet run-

Kamerad’
The shot had missed the Kraut,
but he was taking no chances.

NAZIS SLAUGHTERED

Surprise led 1o the emasing
of one exntire group of Germans.
Doughs were walking along the
right side of a street. A group
of men came down the other
in a column of twos, Everyone
took them for ecivilians. Then
an enterprising  ‘BAR man
pegeged them for Krauts. Tanks

‘children. Organized mu

' German soldiers

<>GOBBEIS
GOBBLES

If Germany lu&es the wiu' it
would only prove that the God-
dess of History is a whore who
sells herself for money.

This organized mass muimder
will not be forgotten by our
er is
not a sign of strength of the
enemy, but of weakness. What
his soldiers cannot achieve on
the battlefield, that is, beat the
in hand-to-
hand fighting, he tries to gchie-
ve by terrorizing helpless wo-
men and children.

Diskatisfaction in the Ameri-
ecan and British public necessi-
tates fhese measures to giverf
attention from the uns(w
iand hghtlng

In the face of all these tﬂzmgs
ofir own difficulties. lose some
of their threafening character.
Today our own troubles have

SUTre.

Whole regimenis of U, S sul-
diers in France are deserfing
and pitched battles are being
fought with the MPs, with de-
serting French ‘hivelings’ and
with the new nationa.l resist-

sighted —machine guns, and
BARs cut loose. .

ance muvement. 4

329th Spearheaded Yank
Attack That Took Nettss

To Col Edwin © Crabiil's 329th

Infantry fell the task of seizing
the city of Neuss and the rail-
poad bridge linking thai city of
60,000 with its larger neigonbor
east of the Rhine, - Dusseldorf
Employing  two battalions a-
breast’ in the initial jump-ofi
from the high ground adjacent
t0 -objectives, the city fell to
“Bueckshot’s” doughboys atfer a

- 1o hour ZTltackK ‘Puv’ use o1 wae

bridge was denied our f{roops
when the enemy demolished 1%
as the riflemen drew near ifs
western approaches. *

ASSAULT STARTED

Detrucking south and west of
Neuss, Lt Col Tim O. Cook’s Ist
Bn opened its frontal assault on
the city early in the afternoon
of March 1st, skimming the
outskirts of Loveling, then 1In
the hands of other 83d dough-
boys and armor elements of an-
other unit, An important cross-
road covered by enemy tank
and self-propelled gun fire r
presented the first resistan
encountered. Cook’s dough
filirated past this stroi
withoeut waiting for-the
weapons to be neuntralizc
continued on towards

moving downa ditch paralleling
a railroad track. re from
Neuss. temporaily d ad the
| 1st Bn and the of - WAl
halted for the rer ng hours
of daylight in tae yicinity of &

rai_rlroa.d-highv,-:'.z; o
NAZIS RE*‘-!GT

After dark
bllu

ssing.

he attaeck was

continues 1gain balted in
the face of an enefy defense
{line en tue vutskirts of the ob-/

. | WARCHING FIRE

{trom their initial tactics |

‘jective, A n\w assault at 2100

fallled to galn ground as Ger-

man bazcokas and automatic
weapons denied our ‘troops -

trances into town. With Sl
rifle companles heavily reinior
ced by automsatic weapons, Go
launched his final atia
ing the wes hours of
lowing morning, and. o 0
"11'8‘;1 uud

his battalion had eq)
tirmly held the manuisefuring |
City O ‘Weuss:
Several hours . Col
John - C, SBpeedlelaunghed an
attack toward tho eoveted rall-
rogd bridge with his 3 Bdl In
the face oif dug-in enemy 1In
fantry Co ] d the' assauit
against this . ¢tivey - which
was located o the southwes-
terfi edge of Nauss, The Coni-
pany advanced 300 yards betore

it was stopped by -enemy 20.man
and maehine gun fire, Speedie
then employed his Co L dough-

Ays by infiltrating them geong
4% cub near the msain highway,
leading directly to the gbiective.

48 they, approached ' the
crest of ‘a hill overlooking tho
Rhine, the riflemen  deviated
and
continued the attack by use of
marching fire. This well proven
method was again highly' sue-
cessful® in enabling the doughs
to gain the approaches to the
bridge and, simultahegusly, the
banks of the river, but thelr ef-
forts were some_what fthwarted
when the alert Germans daton-
ated previously prepared char-
ges and rendered - the prized
objective useless. Speedies m-
tantrymen were partiglly ;

soled “by the cantufe of 'more'-

t,han 200 prisoners,

dwindled down to nurmal medr |

pssful |

Gallagher Covers 83rd Front

(&Eketeoh by Firfires)

Here is Wes Gallagher, crack war correspendent of the As-
sociated Press, who is responsible for felling several million Amer=
icang that the B3rd Division was the first to reach the Rhine
after the Ninth Army break-threugh. Gallagher was one of the
first war correspondentis fo arrive at the 83rd CP after the Divis
sion reached the Rhine. The first story was received in New York
on Friday morning and appeared in all of the major evening
papers threoghout the eountry. Later dispatches, illustrated with
Wirephoto pictures, were used in the Satorday morning papers,
These services gave the folks back home coverage by more than
1,300 American newspapers on the 83zd’s history-making dash
to the Rbine. .

The 23-year-old Gallagher is one of the best known war coe-
respondents covering the Furopean frout. He has worked for ihe

- Asseciated Press for eight years — five of them overseas as a

war correspondent. Before active participation in the current
war by the United Stafes, Gallagher covered the campaigns in
the Balkans and wrote subsequent stories on the Greek- ltahan.

‘struggle.

Prior to the invasion of the oontmeut on June 6th of last
year, he was in charge of the AP burean af SHAEY in England,
He landed with the First Army and after serving with General
Hodges’ men for a few moriths was transferred to General Paiton’s
Third ¥ troops. Gallagher came to the Ninth Army in Noveni-
ber where he has written seme of the best stories of tbe wsr,
including the arvival of the 83rd on the Rhine.

Galagher's. post-war plans include a return engagement in

the Balkans as AP representative and foreign correspondent.

© He is a native of Santa Cr.u!g.(’}ai. and a graduate of the
University of San Francises aud Louisiana qtah' Unwemtv

Male Call

¥ THAT ROTATION

f = Fer ME! GEEZST, \ !
I KIN HARDLY WAIT/

by M|Iton Caniff, creator of "Terry and the Pnraies

'LOOK, £0LDIER, T KNOW THIS PLACE|
& NO PARADISE OF THE PACIEIC,

BUT YOU'D BETTEE FORGET THAT
W ZOTATION STUFF — BECAUSE IT'
MAY "BE A LONG TIME BEFORE
Yol CAN BE SENT HOME...

VBT, 512, Y'GOT ME WRONG )
IF Yol WollLP 50 KINDLY

Whl it all E“d

{TUAT's WHAT T %
. WUZ TALKIN' J§
ABOIT... pedfl
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BOMBARDIER FALLS IN RHINE,
REACHES 83rd LINES SAFELY

-5

Bailing out of’ his.shattered. bomber, he Hoated down
amidst enemy fire—into the Rhine. His heavy flying suit
and boots weighed him down in the water. Struggling to the |

shore, still under fire, he-lay

then climbed the bank and sought the safety of a barn,
unaware he was in American-held Germany.

That was part of the exper-
iences had by BSet. Jerold E.
Wood of Boston, Mass., a Flylng
Fortress bombardier with the
487th Bomber Group, who kept
hidden two days thinking he
was 30 miles inside Germany.

Finally stumbling on a patrol

of Co F, 330th Infantry, com-
poosed of Bgt. Poul I Rlair of

Newbury, 8. C., .Pvt Michael
Galzinski of Sacramento, Calif.
and -Pvt- Hetman E. Fox of
Seagorilla, Tex., he thought they
were Jerries Their outfit had
taken the area the day before.

A crew. of nine started out
from England last Saturday
bound for a raid on northeastern
Germany near Berlin, At the
target, a communications center,
they made their bomb run at
1030 hours but were attacked
by jet-propelled fighters from
the rear. Two engines were

knocked out and the plane lost
altitude, leaving the formation.
~ Then they got fighter support
from P-51s and the crew began
dumping overboard flak suiis,
guns, ammunition and 'every-
thing they could lay hands on.
Then came the order to bail
out. Wood and the navigator in
the n.0se of the bomber pounded
to no avall on the escape hatch,
which was damaged. The order
was countermanded as the pro-
peller bit deeper into the air.
' But the waist and tail gunners,
_ball turret gunner and radio
man had jumped. Weood went
to tie waist and continued to
throw stuff overboard.

“About an hour later we again
got the order to bail -out?, he
sald. "We thought the plane as
about 30 miles: inside Germaon
lines. As it was, I landed righ
in the middle of the Rhin: 5
I went under several
“Weighed down by my ele
cally-heated flying
thought sure I'd drow=n,

I swam to the bank
rid of the wet clothes. o

, The Nazis began fi
the bank, where 1
all tired out.

T eouldn’t-hav woved, even
though. hullats  weré hitting

. close, I thoushf this was enemy
territory nd crawled up the
steep slone-laced bank and got
out of sight, They stopped
sho secing a barm, T en-
tered and crawled into the hay
to hide and get. warm.

"A shell hit the barn, blowing
the roof off, so T went into a root
cellar and sbayed there Saturday
afterngon and night, The next

bri-

and gofb
- shoes.
ing alme on
lay a while

(Sketch by Firfires)

exhaustad for a few minutes, |

~western exit

i try’

morning I heard people talking
and left, poing to some woods,
where I hid that day and night.
The next day I left.

"It was cold, but I had found
4 burlap bag in the root cellar
and wrapped strips of it around
my {eet. Walking about two
mileg T saw the natrol from tha |
330th that picked me up. I was
sure af first they were Germans
and would take me prisoner.

”A lot of civilians were on the
atreets, I avoided them. And I
supposed  all the Nazi troops
were up front. I had planned
to walk to the American lines

Pa was so scared he nearly drank
up all his precious Canadian
Club. Nobody goes nto the
|, backyard anymore as we haye it
marked off with the German
"Minen” sign you sent vs. As a
favor to you, 1T weni cut with
your friend Shykke pefore he

Dear Charlie:

There are times when I really
don’t realize how much 1 love
-you. I was at BSis’ house the
other day and her husband
asked about you, he's very in=
terested in you because he used
to be in the Army himself. When
I told him you were a rifleman
with the 83rd Infantry Division,
he heaped so much praise on
you that I don’t know where to
begin. He made me. feel very
embarrassed by telling-me of all
the places you've been ang how
you were the first to reach the
Rhine, ;‘ wish you'd tell me the
thingsshu do Charlie, 50 T/don't
get & Iiel 5o ignofant abou
this war, =
- I knew it would'take an order
from Gen. Eisenhower himself
to stop you from flirting with
pretty girls. I'm glad somebody
over there is looking out for us
girls over, here. For my part,
they should have started this
nop-fraternization with  the
French women, it would have
saved a lot of heartaches. Do
you réemember Al? Well, poor Al,
he's getting drafted and he-is
such g nice may ,foo. When the
President gave his "work or

fight” order, he gladly went to] ©

work- and- took his wife and
three kids off relief.

I thought you said that b
bought me some expensive line
while ‘you were in Belgium, T0~ |
day, we received your box and
on it was printed; ”Han.
nades”. I was so frighter I
buried the box in theé backyard.

He's such a
owran.  lennmre

went, pverseas

a s enent e, o

PhER Wstop
Erivately yours, |
Jennifer

1

miles away—you fellows must
have advanced 30 miles while I ;
was on the way down in my,
chute!”

| Meri itorious Service Pladque.

WINS PLAQUE
superior performance of
duty ‘rom 23 June '44 through 31
Jan. '45, Service Co of the 329th
Infantry has been awarded the

¥Or

Nazis Blow Sf;ldges After

"Retreating

(Continued from page 1)
came a great crasl
and g burst of flame near the
it 0400 nours the

third tower of smoke and debris
shot up on the Dusseldorf side
of the river jusk.as a patrol, led
by Lt Willism G, 8haw, Jr., of
Hutehin son_,_ Kansas, 320th In-
fantry, ached and seized the

rogch on this side.

here was-a big bang in the
darko that's -all,” said Lt
Col"Johni Q. Speedive. San An-
tonio, Tex, 3rd Bn, 329h Infan-
b That wag one down—
and two to go.

LAYONET ATTACK
Next objective in. the street

bru*ﬂ? app

.+ by street cleanup was a steel

imes, |

railroad bridge several blocks
up the river, Company K. 329th
Infanfry, led by Lt Joseph W.
Keenan, Boston, Mass,, jumped
off in a night at.tack

“"Resistance was fairly light,”
sald Speedie. "They had to use
a little bayonet work but they
took 23 prisoners during the

night and 50 more as soon as it
was light enough to sece. One
sergeant bayonebed two Ger-
mans and took two more prison-
er at' the first outpost they ran
into.

“"Just as they reached the
railway- bridge, the Germans
blew it up. The last rear guard
troops ran ageoss the bridge and
it went up at 0759 Jerries had
tried o hold it with a paratroop

outfit bmu@lt down from the

Across Rhine

Canadian front. When our boys
saw ‘them running across the
bridge, they though they were
GIs at first because they wore
khaki colored uniforms.”

LAST BRIDGE FALLS

The third bridge—a smaller
high'way hnk—abUVe the rail-
way  bridge in Oberkassel, a
suburb - of Dusseldorf—was
reacbed by a tank and dough-
boy task force from the 3rd
Babtéhon, 330th Infantry, com-
manged oy Li Col Georpe George

M. Schuster, Marberton, Penn. |

Ten panks irom the 736th Tank
Bn. four TDs from the e43rd
Tank Destroyers, and 100 in-
fantiymen moved in 2 left hook
around the arc of Neuss thrust.
ing wosest to Dusseldorf,

Only feeble resistance met
them exeept for shelling from!
the e¢pposite river banks where
Germans alreddy had set up
strong ack-ack and artillery

batbteries. A group ef doughboysi.

led By Capt Wilfred Barber of
Oklahoma City, Okla., com-
manding Company A, 331st In-
fantry, operating with Schus-
ter’s ioutfit, reached the western
entrance ta the highway bridege
at 0930.

And exactly at 0935—five mi-
nutes later—the Germans on
the other side of the river blew
this last bridge,” said Lt John

Clevenger, of Perth Amboy, N.J., | is

~to take and hold

’Marchmg Fire of 331st

Snaps Final Nazi ‘Hold

‘How men of the 2nd Bn, 381st
Infantry delivered a final blow
to the Nazis west of the Rhine
their - lasy
cbijective on thé - river's
was told this week. Confronted
by well dug-in gun emplace-
ments - and fortified ractory
buildings, doughboys of E znd
G companies closely “supwvor-
ted by machine gunners and
mortarmen  of Co H, broke
through with marching fire te |
wipe out all resistance and take
some: 300 prisoners.

Co E, under Capt Francis Ol
ver eof Brooklyn, N.X. jur
off from the Erft canal =bou
1,000 yards east of.the Rhine o
Mﬂ&on, Friday,. Leading (haat-
tack, the sécond viztaon un
Lt Conard Van Kirk ‘f nme
pendence, Mo. was pinned down
by heavy machine gunc ©ross-
fire. "Silhouetted ccainst 4
bright moon the men were
momentarily stopped as heavy
enemy fire econiinued to -ake
the open field
ADVANCE START

Capt Ofiver,
Weleh oi Col , Ohio im-
mediately siruck out with he
Iirst piatoon on the right flank
and. despite all the fire Jerries

ld pour “their way, pushed

d through the barbed

e*e. over Jerry trenches, re-

. and. around the factory

buildings to reach the-rivers
banks at 0500;

sut’ the battle had only Le-
gun. Artillery began to {fall
wround the opetl field and men
of the second p.atoon were
foreced to hug the ground, .helr
advance still checked. T/Sgt
Michdel Shiko, 8/Sgt George
Kahler, Pvt Clayton  Warner,
Pife Andy Loy, Pfc Robert Weir,
Pfc Harold Wrosch and Plc
Harris Bartlett with Van Kirk
erowded into one shell hole. "It
was one of the tightest spots

we were ever in”, said Shiko.
AS GAWIL DIUKE, UG Dairage

lifted. T;Sgt Robert Clotton
directed his Co. H machine
gunners to spray fire over the
heads of the pinned-down pla-
toon. This respite gave the
second an opportunity to £d-
vance again.
COMPANY G CHARGES

With the fight still raging at
mid-day, Co G, led by Capt
Joseph Macaluse of New Or-
leans struck out in a final as-
sault on E's left flank from the
village of Brucke and crossed
over 1500 yards of open fter-
rain in the midst of heavy mm

d Lt Charigs

edge

m‘-f | o resistance and

across the R! 0 open waves
with ~ Tixed ayonets,.  bhe
doughboys charge By laying
down a bas machine gun
fire and ihen embploying ter-
roriziie marching fire, the first
platoon,led by Lt Arthur Spald:
ing ¢f Vermont; and the third
platoon converged on the fact-
ory buildings from iwo sides
In the meantime, mertar “ire
plaved lavoc with the enemy

n the tremches, foreing 150 to -

I urrender. 'The seecond p atéon
| moved in on - the factory siie
cleaning out the last pockets
: at 1500 - re-
sistance was broken.

ST ANOTHER RIVER

In the confusion of batile, no
i one could cldim being the fitst
at the Rhine, buf Pic Douglas
King, Co. E lead scout was nne
of them. All he cou'd say was
”Just ‘another river, just ‘an~
other stumbling block to Ber-
lm! 4 =

736th Tankers [n
Support Of 83:d

- ey

It has been revealed that the
736th Tank Battalion, comman-
ded by Lt Col Paul J. Ritchie
of " Rockford, Ill, has ‘ been
fighting with the 83rd in its
drive to the Rhine River near
Dusseldorf. This is the first
time the T36th Tankers have
been mentioned since they were
placed "on the secret list 18
months ago. |

The tankers went into action
with the 83rd near Rockrath,
west 0of the Erft Canal on
March lst when the lightning
drive to the Rhine began. Pre-
wviously, the battalion had sup-
norted the 330th Infantry of
the 83rd when the regiment
aided in establishing the XIX
Corps bridgehead over the Roer
River near Julich and in taking
the towns of Munt, Hasselweiler
and Grevelsdorf, They breezed
through this initial operation
without a casualty.

Following this assist, ‘the
tankers supported the entire
83rd in its drive up the west
side to the Erft Canal and
helped place the 331st Infantry

direct dck-ack fire coming from

Army troops to reach the great
river,

Miss Martha (fo

8-2 of the ist ‘Battallon, 33ist
Infa,ntrr

With A Gleam In Her Eye...

Straight from above and below the shoulder is this photo-
genic pep talk o the boys up front. Delivering from Hollywood
her mmother, Venus to her fans) (MDriscoll, -
‘18-year-old veteran of five ssasons on the silver scresn. Her PA
5875 she looked like this a2t 13, t00, (Universal Photo)

=r

on the Rhine for the first Ninth '

=

g
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